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1,000 Books Before Kindergarten

This self-paced program helps develop early literacy skills,
nurtures a love of reading, and strengthens the connection
between you and your child as you work toward the goal of
reading 1,000 books together!

Who Can Join?

Any child who hasn't started kindergarten can participate.
Start anytime and finish before they enter school!

How to Sign Up

Register for the reading challenge on Beanstack to track your
progress and earn prizes along the way! Optional paper logs
are available for every 100 books. Pick up logs from the library
or print one from home. Once you've completed the program
by reading 1,000 books, record your achievement in the
Beanstack app to be eligible for a prize.

Need assistance? Ask library staff for help!

beanstack

Get the reading app or visit:

mesapl.beanstack.org

Seven Tips for Reading to Infants and Toddlers
Adapted from 1000 Books Before Kindergarten.org

1. Make Reading Fun and Lively

Kids are drawn to activities they enjoy, so make story time engaging and
entertaining. Avoid reading in a monotone. Instead, bring stories to life with
different voices, sound effects, and laughter. Tap into your inner performer
to keep the experience lively and fun!

2. Hold Your Child Close While Reading

If your child is still small enough, hold them while you read together. If they
have a favorite blanket or toy, include it in your reading time—build a cozy
blanket fort or even read to their favorite toy for an extra special touch.

3. Engage with Your Child

Make reading interactive by inviting your child to read along, ask questions,
and explore the story. Although most children’s books can be read quickly,
take your time to lengthen the experience and make it memorable.

4. Choose Books that Match Your Child’s Interests

If your child loves a specific character or theme, find books that reflect
these interests. As they get older, trips to the library to pick out their own
books can be an exciting part of the reading routine. Check if your library
offers themed book bundles (3-5 books on a specific topic).

5. Build Reading into Daily Life

Find a time that works best for your child’s reading, whether it's in the
morning, after lunch, or at bedtime. Make it something they look forward
to, but stay flexible—if they want to skip a day, that's okay, too. Keeping it
relaxed will make reading feel less like a chore.

6. Embrace Repetition
If your child wants the same story over and over, don't hesitate to repeat it.
Familiarity with the story can help them start to understand story structure.

7. Library Storytimes

Be sure to count each book read during library storytime! These sessions
make reading fun with music and play, which only adds to your child'’s
growing list of books.



